88                                RECOLLECTIONS
BOOK   that Montesquieu was a precursor, not a founder;
^^__ but his thoughts had the signal quality of powerful and immediate bearing on political action and the requirements of political construction. It is no disparagement of Bagehot to say that his two main writings; luminous, original, penetrating, and suggestive as they are, make no such contribution as did Montesquieu to the right methods of studying the mighty spheres of politics, constitutions, governing, law-making.
The latest historian of English rationalism in the nineteenth century says that if any one year can be specified as that in which it reached its most intense expression, 1877 must be named as the date. Nearly every number of the Fortnightly, he adds, during the second half of that year, contained an attack by some powerful writer, either on theology as a whole, or on some generally accepted article of theological belief. That is quite true. In the sixteenth century Scottish theological faction was divided between Puritanism with the chill on and with the chill off. Our Review was Rationalism without chill, in one sense, though with much of it in another. People quarrelled for a short season whether we should be labelled Comtist, Positivist, Naturalist. They were conscious of a certain concurrence in the writers, though it was not easy to define. Everything that the illuminating explanation of all things on earth and in the heavens above the earth by Evolution could be stretched to bring within its sphere, was pressed through our ordeal. Evolution was passed on from the laboratory and the study to the parlour, and the eternal riddles that a dozen years before had been proposed and answered, and then ine you ever seen a lion ? /. M. At offur their side. One of our soldiers who had been taken prisoner said that he met with nothing so discouraging as the evident sincerity of those he was among in their prayers. But we will talk over the merits of the case. haveblaze of living light,
